
  Lacey joined.  

  SusanMorrison joined.  

 Paloma(Q)  How did you come with the idea of Tory being a foster child? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  jafljasdljas 

 SusanMorrison(P)  Do you keep a journal? 

 Paloma(C)  Is there a particular author that has inspired you to write? 

  SusanMorrison left.  

  Lacey left.  

  Lacey joined.  

  SusanMorrison joined.  

  Catherine joined.  

 Catherine(C)  Hi! 

 Lacey(P)  Hi, Catherine! you're the first one in. :) We'll start the chat officially in about 5 minutes 
to give more girls time to arrive. :)  

 Catherine(C)  Okay! 

  Mara joined.  

 Mara(C)  I can't wait to start! Hi, Susan! 

  7777777777777777777 joined.  

 Lacey(P)  I just got word that our host, Julia, is having some technical difficulties, so hopefully 
she'll be with us soon! 

 Lacey(P)  
In the meantime, we can go ahead and get started. Our special guest today is Susan 
Morrison, who edited "Home Front Girl", which was her mother's journal about 
growing up before and during World War II.  

 SusanMorrison(P)  Hi Everyone! Can't wait to chat with all of you!  

 7777777777777777777(C)  i keep a priveit dyery.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  ::wub i just love it.  

 Catherine(C)  I have a diary, too. 

 Lacey(P)  I also keep a diary -- I've kept one since I was about 10. :) 

 Lacey(P)  Have any of you read published diaries from real people before? 

 SusanMorrison(P)  
Hi! I edited my mom's diary that she wrote when she was a teenager. I found it. It was 
great to get to know my mom when she was a girl. You usually don't have a chance to 
do that (unless you have a time machine). 

 7777777777777777777(C)  it has a pad lokeand use to have to kees noe it just has 1.  

 SusanMorrison(P)  I've read lots of published diaires. I think "real" history isn't just what presidents and 
generals do but what normal everyday people experience. 

 SusanMorrison(P)  My mom's diaries did not have a padlock. She used two ring binders. But no one had 
read them for over 60 years! 

 7777777777777777777(Q)  is it that rog to raed avers diders.  

 Lacey(A)  

You're right, usually people want their diaries to be kept private. But usually when 
people get their diaries published, either they're OK with it, or they've died and their 
families want to share the diary. So it's not quite the same as sneaking into someone's 
room to read their diary. :) 

 Lacey(P)  Also, some people keep diaries for others to read, such as their children, or their 
friends. I've had some diaries that I've shared back and forth with friends.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  peeple publis dierys.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  wow!!! 



 SusanMorrison(P)  
That's true! My mom had died. She was a historian who was most interested in the 
average person's history. So I think she would be thrilled to know that girls her age 
when she wrote the diary would be reading it today! 

 7777777777777777777(C)  well myn is loked.  

  Jules joined.  

 Lacey(P)  Yes, she even has a line in there about how she liked the idea of people going through 
her documents in the future. :) 

 SusanMorrison(P)  I've kept a diary since I was 15 years old--that's about 40 years!!! But I think no one 
reads--because my kids can't read my handwriting! :-) 

 SusanMorrison(P)  That's right--my mom, Joan, wanted people in the future to learn from her experiences--
everything from boyfriends to fashion to her taste in poetry and her reactions to politics. 

 7777777777777777777(Q)  so no1 can read it unless i unloke it.  

 Lacey(A)  
It's nice to know you can keep your diary secret if you want to. :) I haven't written in 
locked diaries for a while because I've lived with people who respect my privacy, which 
is nice.  

 7777777777777777777(Q)  yor grone up.  

 Lacey(A)  Yup, Susan and me are both grown up, so our perspective on diaries is probably a little 
different than yours. :) 

 7777777777777777777(C)  ::wub i like to rite in it.  

 Amanda(Q)  How long did it take to write the book? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

My mom Joan wrote her diary ages 14-20 (from 1937-1943). So it took her 6 years! I 
found it in 2010 after she died at age 87. I read it and then "edited" it. That means I 
chose which passages to copy out on the computer. The published book is less than half 
of what she wrote! Maybe I need to do Volume 2! :-) 

 Lacey(P)  Hi, Jules! Are you the Julia who wrote the review?  

 Jules(C)  Hey guys. Yeah, I'm Julia. :) 

 Lacey(P)  
We've already started asking some questions, but our host, Julia, is with us now. Julia 
wrote the review of Homefront Girl that is featured on the Book Club page and in the 
July/August issue of the magazine.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  um hi.  

 Mara(Q)  I read Home Front Girl. I really liked it. Joan had a LOT of crushes! 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Thanks so much! I was just transcribing passages to the computer from her hand-
written diary for a family project. But at a certain point I realized it was important 
historically. AND it was fun to read about all the boys she fell in love with. In one of 
the journals, there is a list of the names of 34 boys. I think it was all the boys she ever 
loved (mostly from afar). My dad's name is one of them. And she wrote it about 2 
months before she got married. I guess she wanted to list all the boys she'd loved even 
in elementary school before she got married! :-) 

 7777777777777777777(C)  i,m Alexandra.  

 Jules(C)  Wow! That is so interesting. I don't even think I've had that many crushes.  

 Mara(C)  It was surprising to me because I've only really liked one or two boys. ::blush  

 7777777777777777777(C)  i hav e just 1 dieery.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  i git it as a borfday presit.  

 Catherine(Q)  I'd like for my diary to be published someday. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

That's a great goal! I think diaries can be public or private. Sometimes I think a blog is 
for writing things that you want people to know NOW. While a diary is more private 
and maybe later you want people to know. Especially if there are historical events you 
are responding to. For example, if you keep a diary, did you write about the presidential 
election? Or do you write about tv shows you watch or books you read? 



 7777777777777777777(Q)  then yor grone up to?.  

 Lacey(A)  Susan and I are adults, but everyone else in the room are kids/teens.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  well my mom did.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  how abow you get 1.  

 Jules(C)  I've tried to keep a diary. Though, I can't really keep up with it. ^^ 

 7777777777777777777(C)  o i,m just 10.  

 Mara(Q)  Was it ever hard for you to read your mom's handwriting in her diary? I had trouble 
reading some of the handwriting int he images. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Such a good questions! Yes, it WAS hard at times! In fact, I had to call my husband in 
to help me. He had taken a class on reading handwritten manuscripts. One thing you 
can do it try to find the word "the" since it shows up so often. Then you can see how the 
writer writes her t's, h's, and e's. And then you can find other words with those letters 
and go from there. A few times I admit I had to just do my best guess. 

 7777777777777777777(C)  just trwite in it when you think of supthing.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  evree1 los that. to.  

 Mara(Q)  Wow! How did you decide which passages to include? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Again, great questions! It was so hard to choose. I wanted to include anything political 
since she was writing just before World War II and as the war began. AND I wanted to 
include anything romantic since I knew the "happy ending" to the story--she met my 
dad in 1942, married him in 1943, and they were happily married until their deaths in 
2010. But in some passages she is agonizing about a boy I had never even heard of. 
That was wierd! 

 Lacey(P)  

It can be hard to keep up a habit of writing in a diary. I go through periods when I write 
in mine more than others. In April, I started going through a book of writing exercises 
for journals called "A Year in the Life." That gets me to write at least once a week 
(usually on Fridays). :) 

 Catherine(C)  And about other things, of course. ::laugh  

 7777777777777777777(C)  it,s yors rwit want ever you want and do not worry abowt spelling.  

 Jules(C)  That's very helpful. I sometimes can't even read my own handwriting. Sad as it is.  

 Jules(C)  So, how would you guys feel if your diary was published like Joan's? 

 Lacey(Q)  
I thought that Joan's differing thoughts on religion were interesting -- I marked the 
passage where she said, "I can't agree with myself on religion" (pg. 22). What did she 
end up believing as she got older, if you don't mind sharing? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Joan wrote a lot about nature and spirituality and I wanted to include those passages as 
themes. She portrayed the Virgin Mary in the Christmas pageant at her church when 
she was 16. Her dad was a non-believer so I as she got aolder she was spiritual but 
more in connection with communing with nature rather than organized religion. She 
taught Nature Study to poor kids at a camp in the 1930s and early 1940s, and also loved 
bird-watching and looking at the constellations in the sky and I think that was a kind of 
"religion" for her. 

 7777777777777777777(C)  i love to goof off evin in my diery.  

 Catherine(Q)  I wrote in my diary about reading this diary. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  Wow! I would love to know what you wrote. I guess I have to wait until it's published 
60 years from now! :-) 

 Catherine(Q)  The "and other things, of course" is a addition to something that hadn't come through 
yet. 

 Lacey(A)  
Yeah, sorry, Catherine, I realized that after I posted it! The original comment said that 
you wrote about Joan's diary in your diary, but I sent that comment to Susan in case she 
wanted to respond. :) 



 Mara(Q)  Wow, so it's almost like code! 

 SusanMorrison(A)  Yes, it is like code. I have heard of diaries where people DO write in code! Just so no 
one can understand. 

 Catherine(C)  I'll go see what I said. 

  DogLover joined.  

 Lacey(P)  Welcome to the chat, Dog Lover! We're chatting with Susan Morrison, who edited 
Home Front Girl, a diary her mom wrote as a teenager before and during World War II. 

 Mara(Q)  Oh, did she really know a boy who had quadruplets?!? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Yes, it's very sad. She had a boyfriend when she was about 18 who later married 
another girl. And that girl, his wife, gave birth to quadruplets. Nowadays it's very 
dangerous but there is better medical support for multiple births like that. In those days, 
most babies died. But there was a famous group of quintuplets from Canada--all girls--
who were born in the 1930s and survived. They even sold baby dolls of them! 

 DogLover(Q)  I have never been on one of these before, so I really don't know what to do. 

 Lacey(A)  

You're doing just fine, Dog Lover! Everything you post goes through moderation, so I 
read it and post it to the room. If you have a question or comment that I think Joan 
would like to respond to, I forward it to her. She's getting lots of questions, so those 
might take longer to show up. :) 

 7777777777777777777(C)  i love my dciery.  

 7777777777777777777(C)  o wow.  

 Jules(Q)  I'm thinking about what my diary would be like if it was published. I have so much 
pointless things that I talk about. I never write about politics and such.  

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Don't worry about the pointless stuff. Someone has commented on how hard it is to 
write sometime because you have "nothing" to say. I think it's getting into the habit that 
is the important thing. So when you do have something to say, you have the habit of 
going to your diary. I write in mine in bed every night before I read a book. Sometimes, 
I just write boring things like "I swam in the pool and made dinner." But other times I 
write pages and pages--usually I transcribe long conversations I've had with my 
husband and kids! 

 7777777777777777777(C)  sorry i did not mean to pot a c in diery.  

 Lacey(P)  I like to write about real conversations in my diary, too. :) 

 Lacey(P)  
You know, it's funny because you might not think about yourself as writing historically 
important things, but even your everyday life might be interesting to people in the 
future.  

  7777777777777777777 left.  

 Mara(Q)  Was Joan's mom religious? It seems like if your parents disagreed on religion you 
mightj think about it more than other people. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Yes, Joan's mom, my grandmother, was very religious. Her name was Neva. Her 
parents were Jews from the Ukraine who had come to the United States. But Neva 
converted to Christianity when she was a teenager. And Joan's father, Werner, was born 
in Sweden and came to the United States when he was 16. He was an atheist. I think 
they had arguments about religion and Joan was the mediator between them. She was 
an only child. I think it must have been hard to be the mediator between parents who 
fought. But she tries to have a sense of humor about it--in the diary you can read how 
her parents fought about cooking beets in the soup!  

 Lacey(P)  

I usually don't think of myself as writing about historically important things, either, but 
when something really big happens I do write about it, like when Sept 11 happened, or 
when we bombed Iraq in the 90s (that's when I was a teen, and I was very scared of 
war.) 

 Mara(Q)  So were the quadruplets Joan talked about OK? 



 SusanMorrison(A)  I'm afraid they died. :( 

 DogLover(C)  I have a journal that when I get mad I go and write in it! 

  DogLover left.  

 Mara(C)  Aw, that's too bad about the quadruplets. :( 

 Catherine(Q)  
I said what it (the book) was, and that it was making me a little worried that I won't 
write about historically important things (because I want to do that). I also thought I 
said I liked it, but I guess I didn't. (I do like it, by the way. ::smile ) 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

You know, I don't think Joan sat down and said, "I'm going to write something 
historically important today." I think she just had something bursting in her she needed 
to write down. And that's what I try to do too. And you may not think something is 
historically important, but in the future it will be considered historically important. For 
example, maybe you write about losing your cell phone. And when someone reads your 
diary one hundred years from now, they'll say, "What's a cell phone?" :-) 

 Lacey(P)  :) 

 Lacey(P)  Did you guys know that keeping a journal is actually really good for your health? 
People who write in journals sleep better at night and get sick less often! 

 Catherine(Q)  I thought the parts about dreams were interesting. My dreams are nothing like the ones 
she described--usually they're really strange. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

I had a creative writing teacher in high school. This was the 1970s and he was really 
"groovy"--long hair and love beads. And he said to keep a notebook and pen or pencil 
right by your bed. As soon as you wake from a dream, write the dream down in it. Don't 
even lift your head up, cause that movement might make you start forgetting. Just reach 
down for the notebook from whatever position you're in. And do you know--it's worked 
for me! 

 Mara(C)  I didn't know that! I'll try to write in my journal more now. 

 Catherine(C)  That makes sense. (Response to Susan's answer to what I said about what I wrote.) 

 Mara(Q)  Also, I feel bad that Joan had to be the mediator between her parents. I'm an only child 
and I feel caught int he middle like that sometimes, too. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  
I know Joan felt like she was in the middle sometimes. It's a hard position to be in. But 
it gave my mom the amazing ability to talk to ANYONE when she grew up. She said 
that everyone has a story: you just need to listen to see what it is. 

 Lacey(P)  
I wrote down my dreams for a while, and it really does make them easier to remember. 
I had trouble keeping it up, though. I still write about the dreams that are really vivid, 
though, or that stay with me all day. 

 Catherine(C)  I had a dream journal for a while, but I stopped writing in it. 

 Lacey(P)  
What made you stop writing in it, Catherine? I stopped writing in mine because it took 
a long time. The more I wrote about dreams, the more I remembered about them, and 
they ended up being LONG! 

 Lacey(P)  This conversation makes me want to write in mine again, though ... I remember having 
a really vivid dream last night and even now I can't remember it anymore.  

 Jules(Q)  What have you learned about your mom that you never knew before? Anything that 
made you think of her in a different light? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Well...all those boyfriends!!!! And she really wanted to be a poet or fiction writer. She 
did become a writer, but one of history and non-fiction. But in addition to her journals, 
I found short stories she wrote as well. And hundreds of poems she wrote starting from 
when she was 9 years old. I hope to publish those poems of hers one day. They're really 
good and show her sensitivity about things. Sometimes there will be a diary entry 
describing a scene, and the same day she'd write a poem about that same incident--but 
from a different perspective. She kept her journal notebooks separate from her poetry 
notebooks. But dated everything. One bit of advice: to help your future publisher, be 



sure to put a date on everything you write! :-) 

 Catherine(Q)  It took a long time, so I got tired of writing every day. (I do sometimes write about 
dreams in my regular diary still, though.) 

 Lacey(A)  That's the same thing that happened to me. :) 

 SusanMorrison(P)  

Another thing I learned about her: how deep her love of nature was. I always knew she 
loved the environment, but she wrote about plants, and birds, and the ocean in a 
beautiful way. And her humor (making fun of herself) was just the same as when she 
was older! 

 Lacey(P)  
Ha, that's good advice! I listened to a biography about Emily Dickinson and one of the 
biggest challenges people faced when going through her poems and letters after she 
died was that many of them were not dated. 

 Mara(C)  I loved her sense of humor. :) 

 Mara(Q)  
I thought it was interesting that Joan preferred Cro-magnon man! I liked reading her 
thoughts about what she was learning in school. Even if she was late to class you could 
tell she thought about stuff alot! 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Yes, that's so funny! When she starts at U-High (University High in Chicago) she is 
determined never to be late as she is the first day of school. Almost every entry after 
that shows she WAS STILL late!!! And I loved reading about what kids learned in 
school back then. Some of it was the same, but they called it different things, like the 
conservation of matter. And she loved Cro-magnon man all her life! When I was a 
teenager, she and my dad took my brothers and me to France to see the cave paintings 
painted by the Cro-magnons. So a lot of what she loved and cherished as a teenager 
continued to fascinate her all her life. It will be interesting for you to see what YOU 
find interesting now and again later in life! 

 Lacey(P)  
I've found that as I've gotten older, things that fascinated me as a kid still do fascinate 
me ... but now even MORE things fascinate me. The world is so interesting! What 
things really fascinate you guys now? 

 Mara(Q)  What were her stories about? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Gosh, everything! The war for one--a sad one about the boys who died. A funny one 
about my dad who was in the NAVY. He never got sent overseas and felt very 
awkward when people treated him like he was a hero. And another poignant one about 
seeing disabled sailors and soldiers in Atlantic City when the Miss America pageant 
was on. 

 Lacey(P)  
(Example -- when I was a teen, I was really interested in medieval stuff. I still am -- and 
Susan is actually a professor of medieval literature!) But as an adult, I'm also really 
interested in the ocean and space, which didn't interest me w hen I was young.  

 Mara(Q)  And did she ever write poems when she got older? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  
Yes, she even had one appear in the New York Times about when we kids left home for 
college. I think since she was an only child she wanted a lot of kids. So she had the 
three of us--and when we left to go to college, she missed us a lot! 

 Mara(C)  Aw. :) 

 Catherine(Q)  "Necking" is mentioned a lot, and I'm not sure what it means. I didn't see any footnotes 
explaining it. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

"Necking" is really just kissing. In Harry Potter I think it's called "snogging." But I was 
surprised she necked with a number of boys. My dad never got to read Home Front Girl 
because he died before it was published. But he wouldn't have liked to read about all 
her boyfriends! Even 60 years later he never liked to hear about "Donald" who took her 
on a date--even though it was to the very party my dad met my mom at! 

 DogLover(Q)  HI! I didn't read the book but I do keep a journal! ; ) 

 SusanMorrison(A)  I think it's great to keep a journal. It does make you healthier, I think--so you can vent 
about what you are worried or angry about! It maybe you can try to go back and re-read 



it and think if you'd like to develop an entry you wrote into a poem or short story 
sometime.  

 Catherine(C)  I thought it was something like that. (Necking.) 

 Mara(C)  Hee hee, I don't think my dad would really like to hear about my boyfriends either ... if 
I had any! 

 Jules(Q)  

Joan wrote about a lot of things. Most of them were pretty interesting. She wondered 
about a wide range of topics. I really liked the part on immortality. On page 26, I really 
started thinking about "What is this 'motherland' we honor?'' It really made me think. It 
took a lot of deep thought, and I still can't think of an answer to the question. Do you 
think of things like that?  

 SusanMorrison(A)  

I do think of things like that. I think all of us do all the time. We just don't record those 
deep thoughts we have. I think one of the important lessons for adults reading my 
mom's diary is to realize how deep and profound young people are in reflecting on 
various things. Often those thoughts are like soap bubbles and float away from our 
memories--but if we're lucky, we remember to jot them down. 

 Lacey(P)  Hey, girls! The chat is going to close in about 10 minutes, so if you have any last 
questions, please send them through now! 

 Lacey(P)  I thought the question about the "motherland" was really interesting, too, Jules.  

 Mara(Q)  
It seemed like when Joan got older, she used more casual spelling and jargon, like 
"enuf". I thought that was strange that she used more correct speech at the beginning of 
her journal. Do you know why that was? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

I think it was to save time. I think when I am writing in my diary at night, I might write 
"w/" for "with." It's just a little code to save time. And later on in the diary she is in her 
later high school years and college so she was even busier then. I suppose she tried to 
save every moment she could by using shorthand like that! 

 Mara(Q)  So were the stories that she wrote all true, or were they fiction?  

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Good question! The one about my dad feeling funny about being considered a hero and 
the one about the disabled sailors and soldiers I KNOW is true because both my parents 
told us about those incidents. The one about the boys who died at war I think was 
fiction. It's very poetic. And sometimes a story is based on just something someone 
says or you see in a film or you read in a book, and then you create a whole poem, story 
, or book out of it! 

 Jules(Q)  Did Joan know you were going to publish her diary? How did, or would you think, she 
would feel about her story being told? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  

Joan did not know. I found her diary just after she died in February 2010. At the time, I 
was grieving so I didn't do anything with the diary. But 6 months later, I read it. And I 
read it again and again. Then I decided I should copy passages out of it for my brothers 
and my kids. But then I thought, "This needs to be published." And since she wrote 
histories herself, I think she would approve. She even says how sometime someone 
may read her diary! 

 Lacey(P)  

I was touched by almost how sympathetic she felt toward Hitler in some entries ... like 
in one when she said he looked very tired. He actually had MANY health issues, 
including some drug addiction, so he probably wasn't feeling great. But in retrospect, 
after we know everything he did, you don't hear much about people feeling sympathy 
for him. She really seemed to see that everyone was human. 

 Catherine(Q)  
At the beginning, where she wrote, "I felt like Hitler or Mussolini or Stalin or 
somebody" I thought was interesting, because--well, I'm not actually sure how to put 
what I mean. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  
I think she means she felt powerful pushing the bell and making people move around 
on the playground. She is joking, but she is refering to the bad power those dictators 
had. 



 Lacey(P)  The chat is going to close in about 5 minutes -- I'd love to hear your thoughts before 
you go! 

 Mara(Q)  What do you think Joan meant when she said she'd rather be at war with Germany than 
Japan? 

 SusanMorrison(A)  
I'm not sure. I think she felt more affinity to the Germans than the Japanese. The 
German culture was more familiar to her than the Japanese. So the evil Hitler did 
seemed all the more horrible to her. But it's an enigmatic comment! 

 Mara(C)  I would hate to be at war with Japan or with Germany! But I'm really interested in 
Japanese culture. 

 Catherine(Q)  Because it sounds different now, I guess. 

 SusanMorrison(A)  Yes, in hindsight, of course, we know much more about the history and politics in 
Germany and Japan then then--since some documents have been secret til recently. 

 Jules(C)  Thanks for sharing her story with us. I really liked reading the book.  

 SusanMorrison(P)  I just want to thank all of you for such amazing questions and comments!!!! You are 
profound thinkers and I hope to read your diaries and books one day! :-) 

 Catherine(Q)  I meant about what I said before. 

 Lacey(A)  (Yup, about Joan's comment about Hitler, Mussolini, etc. -- I got it. :)) 

 SusanMorrison(P)  Thanks for the nice comments--I'm glad you liked it. And aren't my mom's little 
drawings cute? I hope you enjoyed them! 

 Lacey(P)  Yes, definitely keep writing! Thank you for coming and for your great questions and 
comments. And thank you, Susan, for chatting with us today! 

 Mara(C)  I was glad you put some of the drawings in there. :) 

 SusanMorrison(P)  Thank you for asking me to do this chat! It 

 SusanMorrison(P)  It's been fun! 

 Jules(C)  Thanks! :D 

 Catherine(C)  I liked the drawings, too. 

 Catherine(C)  Bye! 

  Catherine left.  

 SusanMorrison(P)  That's one difference between a blog and a paper diary--you can put drawings in it or 
stick in little things you find, like a bird's feather or include your report card, etc. 

  Mara left.  

 SusanMorrison(P)  Bye!! 

 Jules(C)  Ciao :3 

 SusanMorrison(P)  Keep writing! 

  Jules left.  

  SusanMorrison left.  

  Lacey left.  
	  


